Horsley clergymen and Horsley Curties, author and Yeoman of the Guard 


The following Horsleys are said to be descended from Sir 'William' Horsley 'of Horsley, 
Northumberland" and nearly related to Bishop Samuel Horsley”). 


On 7 July 1720 Seventeen year old Thomas Horsley was admitted to Gonville and Caius 
college, Cambridge under Mr Selth. Thomas's father, Thomas®!, was a packer in London 
and had sent his son to a private school in London under Mr Forster. Thomas then studied 
for three years at Gresham's school in Holt, Norfolk under Reverend David 

Duncombe MAĆ. After graduating from Cambridge on Lady Day March 1724 Thomas was 
admitted as a deacon and was ordained on 25 September 1726 at Norwich cathedral, 
Norfolk. The next day he was appointed curate of Thornage on 25 September 1726"). 
Thomas was ordained as a priest at Norwich on 20 September 1730". 


Philip Astley, 2"? Baronet of Hill Morton, of Melton Constable hall, Norfolk appointed 
Thomas Horsley rector of Melton Constable church"! on 9 September 1734. Thomas' 
wife, Ann, died on 22 November 1737. Ann's memorial tablet in the south porch of 
Edgefield old church, which has been resited in the new church, says she had suffered 
acute rheumatic disease pains for seven years, with the greatest painstaking patience". 
Thomas married Ann Wells in 1738"!. Ann's father, Robert Wells, gave her the manors of 
Beeston Regis and Beeston priory". On 25 September 1740 Jacob Astley, 3rd Baronet 
(Philip's son) appointed Thomas vicar of nearby Barney", after a union was formed with 
the rectory of Melton Constable and Burgh Parva. Thomas however resigned as vicar of 
Barney on 2 December 1743, following his appointment as rector of Bintree™. 


Memorial to Ann, the wife of Thomas Horsley 
Edgefield church, Norfolk, England 


Thomas and his first wife, Ann's son, Isaac Horsley, had been born about 1727 in 
Saxthorpe, Norfolk. Isaac was tutored by John Holmes!"! at Gresham's school for eight 
years®!, Isaac entered Gonville and Caius college, Cambridge on 3 July 1745 when he 
was eighteen. He was ordained as deacon at Ely cathedral, Cambridgeshire on 

21 December 1748. Isaac married Priscilla Bartram" on 18 February 1850 in Swafield, 
Norfolk and his marriage record says he was clerk. Isaac was ordained as a priest at 
Norwich cathedral on 23 September 1750 and appointed vicar of Briston the following day. 
He was also licensed as curate of Gimingham on 20 April 175103, 


Isaac's father, Thomas, Rector of Melton Constable, Burgh Parva and Bintree, was 
appointed curate of Briston on 4 March 1753"!. Fourty seven year old Thomas died the 
following year on 25 August 1754 and was buried in the chancel of Edgefield old church. 
The widow of Thomas Horsley, the former rector of Bintree, was admitted to a charity for 
poor widows of clergymen. On 24 June 1757 Thomas' widow received £6 and on 

1st December £8 10s.!"*!. This is probably Ann (Wells) Horsley who in 1768 conveyed the 
manors of Beeston Regis and Beeston priory to Edmund Cremer", Their daughter, 

Ann, died in 1793 and her husband, John Curties (Curteis), erected a memorial, which is 
now resited in the new Edgefield church. The memorial includes the Horsley coat of arms 
of gules (red), three horses' heads erased argent (silver), bridled and a crest of a horse's 
head couped®!, 


Memorial to Thomas Horsley and his daughter, Ann, 
the wife of John Curties 
Edgefield church, Norfolk, England 


On 22 October 1754 Isaac Horsley was appointed rector of Antingham after a personal 
union was formed enabling him to continue as vicar of Briston. Between 1754 and 1755 
Isaac was the clerk of Wiverton and a defendant in a court case involving the Attorney 
General and a number of the yeoman inhabitants‘"*!2"9'"')_ Isaac was also appointed 
curate of Worstead on 12 November 1763"%). Isaac married Margaret Howse!"), the sister 
of John Howse, atttorney at law in North Walsham on 7 April 1779"®!. After John's death in 
July 1785 Margaret, 'wife of the Revd Mr Isiah Horsley of North Walsham’, arranged for a 
memorial to be placed in Ludham church, where their parents and five siblings were 
buried"®!, In 1791 Isaac took on William Scott, a poor child of North Walsham, as an 
Apprentice”. 


In February 1801 two thieves with blackened faces, brandishing pistols and bayonets, 
broke into Rev. Isaac Horsley and his wife's North Walsham home. They tied up the 
victims, but fled when the Rev. Horsley freed himself and escaped for assistance. The 
thieves went to King's Lynn and sold the gold watch they had stolen. They were identified 
as twenty three year old, John Allen and twenty six year old, John Day. Day enlisted in the 
Artillery. On 27 February Allen robbed the two Miss Pyms of Swaffham. He was pursued 
and fired a pistol which wounded one of his captors, although the pistol was only charged 
with powder. Day was captured at Wisbech, Cambridgeshire. They were tried, condemned 
to death and executed at Thetford on April 4"°"!. Isaac Horsley, vicar of Briston and rector 
of Antingham St Mary, died on 29 April 1803. He was buried in a vault in Swafield church 
with his late first wife, Priscilla, and their daughter, Amey#!. His widow, Margaret, died on 
28 September 1807 and was buried in Ludham church", 


Memorial to Isaac Horsley, 
his wife, Priscilla Bartram, and their daughter, Amey 
Swafield church, Norfolk, England 


Between 1799 and 1807 John and Ann Horsley Curties' son, Thomas Isaac Horsley 
Curties (Curteis)®*!, wrote at least six lengthy, multi - volume Gothic romances under the 
name of T. J. (not 'l') Horsley Curties. William Lane’s Minerva Press published his first 
books; 'Ethelwina - The House of Fitz-Auburne (3 volumes; 1799) and 'Ancient Records - 
The Abbey of St. Oswythe' (4 volumes; 1801). Thomas said, in the preface to 'Ancient 
Records', that he had deliberately not used his surname for his first publication 'Ethelwina’. 
He had used his name Horsley as he was nervously putting his text 'into the world as an 
orphan, whose father feared to acknowledge it'. Thomas set "The Scottish Legend - The 
Isle of St. Clothair' (William Lane; 4 volumes; 1802) and 'The Watch Tower - The Sons of 
Ulthona' (P. Norbury; 5 volumes; 1804) in Scotland™‘!. 'The Watch Tower is dedicated to a 
literary patron, C. H. Elcock Brown, Esq, of North Walsham, Norfolk™4!. Edward Henry 
Elcock Brown”?! had married Elizabeth Horsley”*! in North Walsham, Norfolk in 1802. Like 
many other popular romances published by J. F. Hughes, Horsley's 1806 five volume 
novel, 'St. Botolph’s Priory - The Sable Mask’, and his final novel, ‘The Monk of Udolpho - 
A Romance’, published a year later, were about Catholic hypocrisy and deception. Most of 
Thomas' books were translated into French”). 


Portrait of Sir Thomas Horsley Curties, 1831 - 1833, 
Senior Exon of the Yeoman of the Guard (St. James's) 
Artist - Robert Smirke 


Thomas Isaac Horsley Curties was appointed as one of four Exon, the junior rank of King 
George III's royal bodyguards, the Yeoman of Guards, on 31 May 1805. Thomas was living 
at Vale Place, Hammersmith Road, London in October 1805. After January 1820 he 
served King George IV and attended his coronation on 19 July 1821. At the coronation of 
King William IV on 8 September 1831 Thomas was re - appointed Yeoman of the Guard 
and knighted. Sir Thomas became a senior Exon on 27 June 1833. During Queen 
Adelaide's State Ball on Monday 12 May 1834 he commanded the Yeoman of Guard on 
duty in the Guard Room and corridors of St. James Palace, London. Sir Thomas was one 
of the Exons present at the formal Queen’s Levee reception celebrating King William IV's 
birthday on Friday 29 May 1835. He attended Queen Victoria's coronation on 28 June 
1838 and a formal reception held by her on Thursday 19 July 1838. Sir Thomas 
accompanied the young Queen to see Balfe’s opera, 'The Maid of Artois', at Drury Lane 
theatre, London on Wednesday 30 January 1839. Later that year Sir Thomas Horsley 
Curties retired to his home county of Norfolk, aged about 62, and worked as an ostler. On 
11 December 1846 Thomas Curties?”, a Yeoman of Thornage, near Melton Constable, 
Norfolk left his nephew, Sir Thomas Ostler/Curties of Righburgh (probably Ryburgh), 
Norfolk two windsor chairs“. 


Sir Thomas Isaac Horsley Curties died on 26 December 1858, aged 81, at his home, 
Twyford Villa, Twyford, Norfolk. He was buried in the nearby churchyard. The Edinburgh 
based Caledonian Mercury of Saturday 8 January 1859 described him as a ‘Gothic 
romancer and long-standing official in the Hanoverian Court'®!. The beneficiaries of 
Thomas' will were Emily Curteis Rogers*!, the daughter of Reverend Randle Jackson 
Waters, DD, Master of Emanuel Hospital, Westminster, London®” and her husband, 
Francis Slaughter Rogers®"!, General Practitioner®”!. 


Researched by Louisa West, 2023 
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